
Faith and Politics
Religious Liberty

Good morning and welcome to CHC. My name is Bobby, and I am thrilled that you are 
here today. Our mission is to invite everyday people to experience the hope of Jesus in 
every way.

My prayer is that through you being here today, you would experience Jesus.

I have a lot to cover today so we are going to jump right in. 

Today is our 3rd installment in our series called Faith and Politics.

We are taking some of the louder topics that we are hearing about during this election 
season and seeing what Gods Word has to say about them. 

This is the goal...My faith filter comes before my political filter.

I base my decision off the Bible and my relationship with Christ, versus what I just feel 
or think.

We should be captivated by Gods Word not the words of any politician. 

If we are honest, there is always a little bit of uncomfortable feeling when it comes to 
talking about politics. But even more when the church starts talking about it. 

The more I study this topic the more I think that is unbiblical for pastors to skip this part. 
You cannot read the Bible (Moses, Daniel, Esther, Nehemiah, John the Baptist) and 
think that the church and pastors should stay out of this conversation. It’s all throughout 
the Bible.

And even pragmatically...The church must stand for this conversation because if the 
church sits this one out...who shares the Godly side of this thing? The world would only 
hear the voices of those who aren’t believers. 

We (Christians) must stand up for what we believe in.

Where we are today...God has been removed from the public square. The church has 
been nearly eliminated from influencing the government issues. 

My heart throughout this series is to inform you on what the Bible says about these 
topics that we are hearing about on never-ending commercials, speeches, debates, etc.

The church should be the safest place for us to talk about anything. 

Today we are going to be looking at the topic of Religious Freedom.



What is Religious Freedom?

1st Amendment (Bill of Rights) | Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.

The First Amendment guarantees freedoms concerning religion, expression, assembly, 
and the right to petition. It forbids Congress from both promoting one religion over 
others and also restricting an individual’s religious practices. It guarantees freedom of 
expression by prohibiting Congress from restricting the press or the rights of individuals 
to speak freely.

(Practical and happening today) Let’s say you are in 5th grade. Your teacher says we 
are going to have a free reading time tomorrow, you can bring any book you want to 
school......you bring your Bible, and they say no you can’t bring that one.

1. What does the Bible say about Religious Freedom?

Religious liberty is not a doctrine taught overtly in the Bible but rather is a principle 
implied by the teachings of Scripture.

Exodus 20.3 | Do not have other gods besides me.

God tells his people...For a healthy moral life, I must be first and only. 

He also warns his people of suffering for his sake. 

1 Peter 4.12-19 | 12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among you to 
test you, as if something unusual were happening to you. 13 Instead, rejoice as you share in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may also rejoice with great joy when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests on you. 15 Let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or 
a meddler.  6 But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed but let him glorify 
God in having that name. 

God warns His children that its highly likely your religious freedom will be tested. Not 
everyone is going to like the fact that you are a God-follower.

The early church in the NT adopted a phrase...Ee-A-sus Kurios. This is a Greek phrase 
that meant Jesus is Lord. 

At this time in history all the Romans were saying Caesar is Lord and the church 
pushed back and said no Jesus is Lord. 

They were saying, Caesar is a king, but Jesus is the King of Kings. They stood firm in 
their faith. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/establishment_clause
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/establishment_clause
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/free_exercise_clause
https://www.law.cornell.edu/anncon/html/amdt1bfrag1_user.html#amdt1b_hd2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/anncon/html/amdt1bfrag1_user.html#amdt1b_hd2


The Bible is full of these stories...Let me show you a quick example of this. 

Acts 3-4 | After Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection Peter and John were out 
preaching, healing, and doing ministry. They came to a town and healed a man from 
being paralyzed.

People started noticing this so Peter stood up and started preaching to them. He started 
speaking the bold truth. 

Acts 3.14-17 | 14 You denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
released to you. 15 You killed the source of life, whom God raised from the dead; we are 
witnesses of this. 16 By faith in his name, his name has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know. So, the faith that comes through Jesus has given him this perfect health in front of 
all of you. 17 “And now, brothers and sisters, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your 
leaders also did.

He told them the wrong they did. He gave God glory for the healing. Then he called 
them and their leaders ignorant.  

Acts 4.1-2 | While they were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple 
police, and the Sadducees confronted them, 2 because they were annoyed that they were 
teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.

So, the leaders throw them in jail for the night. 

Acts 4.5-10 | 5 The next day, their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem 6 with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and all the members of the high-priestly 
family. 7 After they had Peter and John stand before them, they began to question them: “By 
what power or in what name have you done this?” 8 Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders: 9 If we are being examined today about a 
good deed done to a disabled man, by what means he was healed, 10 let it be known to all of 
you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified and whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing here before you 
healthy.

Bragging only on Jesus. This is why we are here!

Acts 4.12 | There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to people by which we must be saved.”

Them giving Jesus all the glory was not going over well with those annoyed by them.

Acts 4.15-21 | 15 After they ordered them to leave the Sanhedrin, they conferred among 
themselves, 16 saying, “What should we do with these men? For an obvious sign has been 
done through them, clear to everyone living in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so 
that this does not spread any further among the people, let’s threaten them against speaking 
to anyone in this name again.” 18 So they called for them and ordered them not to speak or 
teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 Peter and John answered them, “Whether it’s right in the 



sight of God for us to listen to you rather than to God, you decide; 20 for we are unable to stop 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

They said...youre not going to keep us from standing up for God. 

Church, there are many examples of the church standing up for Christ. When faced with 
opposition or oppression of what God has called His church to do, be, and say...We 
stand up. 

Psalm 20.7 | Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name 
of the Lord our God. (NIV)

God grants us the right to choose who we will serve.

In terms of living out faith in the public square, the apostles like Peter and Paul spoke 
about submitting to authorities (Romans 13.1-7, 1 Peter 2.13-17) but also prioritized 
obeying God above human laws if there was a conflict. (Acts 5:29)

2. What do the candidates say?  (Do your homework)

Let me offer this reminder. I am not doing this series to endorse a candidate. I do not 
think it would be wise of me to do that from the pulpit. I am not here to seek the 
approval of man or party or anything other than God. My assignment is from God. I seek 
to please Him.

Can we be just real for a second...I do not think either candidate is perfect...or even 
agree with everything they have said, done, or are doing. That shouldn’t be a surprise 
because they are human just like me and you. Sinners. Jesus is not on the ballot. 

I believe your convictions should pull your vote right or left, but the most important thing 
is that your heart goes up to the Kingdom of God, so that the Holy Spirit can come down 
on your life and bless your life. 

Remember, I’m giving you an overview...not everything that as ever been said on the 
topic. Also, everything I’m giving you comes from either their mouth, their written 
agenda, or their party platform...that’s there for all to see.

Democrats:

Democrats generally support religious freedom, but they tend to interpret it in a way that 
balances individual religious rights with protections against discrimination. 

The Democratic Party typically emphasizes:
Separation of Church and State: Democrats advocate for keeping religion out of 
government functions, ensuring that laws and policies are secular and inclusive of all 
faiths (or none at all).



Protection of Minority Religions: Democrats often focus on safeguarding the rights of 
religious minorities and ensuring that people of all faiths can practice freely without fear 
of persecution or bias.

Religious Freedom vs. Civil Rights: Some Democrats argue that religious freedom 
should not be used to justify discrimination, especially when it comes to issues like 
LGBTQ+ rights or access to healthcare services. They often emphasize that religious 
beliefs should not infringe on others' rights or freedoms.

“When last in office, republicans gutted the democratic anti-discrimination protections 
for LGBTQ Americans and banned transgender service members from serving. He 
appointed judges who oppose same-sex marriage, have sided with businesses to reject 
LGBTQ customers, and helped implement the military’s transgender ban.”

That’s why Democrats will pass the Equality Act to codify protections for LGBTQ 
Americans and their families. 

SIDENOTE: The Equality Act has been called “the most invasive threat to religious 
liberty ever proposed in America.” It would amend the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 by 
forbidding discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.

In addition, this is crucial: the Equality Act forbids appeal to the 1993 Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (RFRA) on the part of individuals or organizations. Here’s what this 
means in practice: 

• Faith-based hospitals and insurers could be forced to provide gender-transition 
therapies that violate their religious beliefs.

• Children could seek to change their gender without parental knowledge or 
consent.

• Faith-based adoption and foster care agencies could be forced to place children 
with same-sex couples or lose their licenses.

• The Act would dismantle sex-specific facilities, sports, and other spaces. As a 
result, biological females would be forced to compete in sports with biological 
males and for athletic scholarships. Sexual assaults on girls in bathrooms and 
showers could escalate.

• Faith-based schools and businesses could be forced to violate their beliefs 
regarding homosexual activity and LGBTQ behavior or face fines, censure, or 
worse.

• Churches that rent their facilities to the public could be forced to rent them for 
same-sex marriages and other LGBTQ events.

Republicans 

Republicans generally emphasize a strong defense of religious freedom, often focusing 
on protecting individuals' and organizations' rights to live out their faith without 
government interference. 

https://bit.ly/3bz4sR3
https://bit.ly/3qQsvl7


Key beliefs include:

Religious Expression in Public Life: Republicans often support the idea that people 
should be free to express their religious beliefs in public spaces, including schools and 
workplaces, and that religious symbols or practices shouldn't be removed from the 
public square.

Freedom from Government Mandates: Many Republicans oppose government policies 
that they feel infringe on religious liberty, such as mandates on contraception or 
healthcare that conflict with religious beliefs. They argue for the right of individuals and 
businesses to act according to their religious convictions, especially in areas like 
healthcare and education.
Opposition to "Overreach" in Discrimination Laws: Republicans often argue that 
religious organizations and individuals should not be forced to act against their beliefs, 
particularly in cases involving same-sex marriage, LGBTQ+ rights, or abortion. They 
see some anti-discrimination laws as potentially infringing on religious freedom.

Overall, Republicans tend to prioritize protecting religious freedoms even when they 
conflict with other social policies, focusing on the right to live and work in accordance 
with one’s faith.

Our ranks include men and women from every Faith and Tradition, and we respect the 
Right of every American to follow his or her deeply held Beliefs. To protect Religious 
Liberty, Republicans support a new Federal Task Force on Fighting Anti-Christian Bias 
that will investigate all forms of illegal discrimination, harassment, and persecution 
against Christians in America.

SIDENOTE: While the Republican Party as a whole supports religious freedom for all 
faiths, there are some individuals within the party who lean toward the idea that America 
should emphasize its Christian heritage and values, at the expense of other religions. 
This viewpoint is often driven by the belief that the U.S. was founded on Christian 
principles and that Christianity should have a prominent place in American society

3. What should the church say?

Let’s jump back to our story about Peter and John for just a second. I think the church 
can learn a few things here. 

A. Know your calling

Peter and John were doing exactly what God created them to do. He recruited them, 
trained them, and sent them out to do His work. So when struggle and opposition 
came...they were ready. 



I firmly believe this effects every other part of our lives. If we are living in the purpose 
and calling from God, it doesn’t matter what’s happening around us, there is a peace. 

When we are living outside of Gods call, everything around us is chaos. It’s out of 
control because our hearts are not in sync with God. 

Proverbs 3.5-8 | Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
understanding; 6 in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight. 
7 Don’t be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 8 This will be healing 
for your body and strengthening for your bones.

Know your God-given purpose and that will put topics like politics in its rightful place in 
your life. 

B. Keep the main thing, the main thing.

Anytime we discuss anything the slightest bit controversial, its really easy to get away 
from the main thing. 

Acts 4.8-10 | 8 Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders: 9 If we are being examined today about a good deed done to a disabled 
man, by what means he was healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified and whom God 
raised from the dead—by him this man is standing here before you healthy.

Their message was all about Jesus. It kept pointing people back to Jesus. 

Church, you are primarily a citizen of heaven and second you are a resident of a nation. 

That’s the most important. 

Don’t be a capital R republican and a lower-case C Christian.
Don’t be a capital D democrat and a lower-case C Christian.

Everyone deserves to hear God’s opinion; not everyone needs to hear ours.

Peter and John spoke the truth...They told the people, hey bro, you need to repent. 

Acts 4.12 | 12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to people by which we must be saved.”

Christ alone is the only one who can save. Politicians can’t save us. There are things 
politics can fix.

But listen...You cannot solve a spiritual problem with a political solution. 



Our nation has a sin problem and that’s why we have to keep the main thing the main 
thing.

“Sin problems require Savior solutions.”

So, know your calling, keep the main thing the main thing and finally...

C. Let your life do most of the talking

Acts 4.13-14 | 13 When they observed the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they 
were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and recognized that they had been 
with Jesus. 14 And since they saw the man who had been healed standing with them, they had 
nothing to say in opposition.

Here is the question...What is my doing saying?

1 John 3.18 | 18 Little children, let us not love in word or speech, but in action and 
in truth.

Matthew 12.33 | 33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit will be good or make the 
tree bad and its fruit will be bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.

Our actions reveal where our faith is. Jesus told us that a “tree is known by its fruit.” 

The wise seek to make the tree good. Let your life do the talking.

Conclusion:

I have given you a ton, but I think this is vital to where we are in the history of the world. 

May we be informed but also empowered from God to stand upon His Word no matter 
what the world around us is doing. 


