Good morning City Hope, I’'m so excited to be here with ya’ll this morning.
My name is Pastor Bryan. If we haven’t met | would love to meet you after the service.
Can | tell you a story this morning? | call it the best student small group ever.

Can someone see you as a Christian?

Matthew 7 Not Everyone will enter Heaven

Today we are continuing our study in 1 John looking at chapter 2.

If you missed last week, you have to go to our website or to wherever you listen to your podcast
and find last week’s sermon. As a reminder, if you ever miss a week or need to give a message
another listen we have all of our church’s sermons posted there.

If you have your Bibles and | hope you do will you turn with me to 1 John chapter 2.

As a reminder of chapter 1, the apostle john is writing to a church struggling to stay
focused on the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is writing to them to remind them their need of
scripture and to hold to the message their church was built on.

1. God is light, and there is no darkness in him verse 5

2. if we walk in the light as he himself is in the life we have fellowship with one another and
the blood of Jesus his son cleanses us from all sin verse 7

3. if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from

all unrighteousness vers 9
So lets stand.

We'll pick up right here as we read the first 6 verses of chapter 2

1 “My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by
this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says

“I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but



whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we
are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
7 Dear Friends, | am not writing you a new command but an old command that you have
had from the beginning. The old command is the word you have heard. 8 Yet | am writing you a
new command, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the
true light is already shining. 9 The one who says he is in the light but hates his brother or sister
is in the darkness until now. 10 The one who loves his brother or sister remains in the light, and
there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But the one who hates his brother or sister is in
darkness, walks in the darkness, and doesn’t know where he’s going, because the darkness

has blinded his eyes.

In the first 2 verses, John builds out the rest of the gospel message.
RECAP
1. God is holy and we are unholy
unholy people can not be in the presence of a holy god much more have
relationship with Him
2. Butif we are cleansed by the blood of Jesus then we can walk in God’s holiness
and have relationship with his church
3. If we confess our sins, God will be faithful and just to forgive us our sins and we
become righteous
But even more so we don’t have to fear sinning because we have an advocate in the
righteous one who is our propitiation of our sins.
Lets pause right there. 2 very important words for us to look at here. Theological words
that build a foundation to the rest of John’s letter.

Propitiation



- The word propitiation means that a claim against you has been satisfied
- (literally, wrath had been absorbed and good will has replaced ill will). For
example, if you caused a traffic accident, doing several thousand dollars worth of
damage to someone else’s car, they have a “charge” against you. WHen you pay
the sum total of the damages caused to another person by your accident, that
person is “propitiated.” They have no more claim against you.
- Jesus propitiated the holy wrath of God against our sin by suffering the full
penalty in our place.
- On the cross, every ounce of penalty you and | deserve for our sin was poured
into him. That’s why the cross was so bloody
- That’s the point; your sin is gross and gruesome to God and only the blood of
Jesus could pay the penalty for it.
- That’s my sin that put him on the cross
- I'wish i could relate with the criminal defending Jesus but the reality is |
put him on that cross and I'm in the crowd yelling CRUCIFY!
- Ya'll know that the Roman crucifixion is considered the most painful
execution ever thought up by humanity?
- Little trivia fact for you as we have just started the season of lent
- But the pain isn’t what Jesus was sweating drops of blood over. | believe
he knew the mission and knew that pain would be temporary. | believe he
was sweating over the fact that he would take on God’s holy wrath for us.
- Damn being swallowed up by the chasm in the floor
- The claim has been removed because the debt has been paid

- So not only is he our propitiation but he is our advocate

Advocate



- Advocate” is a legal term, referring to someone who argues your case
before the bar of justice on your behalf.

- If you are a Christian, Jesus is your advocate before the father, He stands
there like a lawyer, pleading your case.

- Jesus does not appeal to God for mercy on my behalf. HE appeals for
justice. HE has satisfied all the claims against me, and now says to the
Father, “Father, | paid the full price for this sin. | took the penalty due to
him so that he could have the credit due to me. It is only right that he not
be held accountable for that sin.”

- Notice 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just.” God
forgives our sin not because he is lenient but because he is just. Because

God is just he couldn’t demand two penalties for the same sin.

Christ the Righteous

- Lived the life we couldn’t live according to the Law

- He was perfect

- Philippians 2:5-11

- Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality

with GOd as something to be exploited. Instead he emptied himself by
assuming the form of a servant taking on the likeness of humanity. And
when he had come as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death - even to death on a cross. For this reason God
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow - in heaven and on earth
and under the earth - and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



- John 3:16-17
- For God so loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
- 2 Corinthians 5:21
- He made the one who did not know sin to be the sin for us, so that in him

we might become the righteousness of God.

The Gospel Ought to Produces two things in you

- Humility

- Confidence

The gospel produces two things in you that no other religious or spiritual truth can produce, at

least not simultaneously: humility and confidence.

e Usually what you believe about yourself produces either humility or confidence. Either
you’'re made to realize how bad you are and because of that you don’t understand why
or how God could love you an so you have to have humility... Or you’ve succeeded at
your religion and you think you’re righteous and you’re really confident before GOd but
you look down in pride on others who haven’t done well as you.

e There are some of you in in both camps.

o SOme of you are more humble- maybe you had a condemning father or you just
realize how much you have failed in life an so you constantly beat yourself up.

o others of you soar with pride because people have always told you how
awesome you are and you’ve started to believe it “You’re like the word awesome

ends in me”



Both camps of you need the gospel- which is that you are simultaneously more wicked
than you ever imagined but also more loved and accepted than you ever dared hope.
This produces both humility and confidence: because you recognize how sinful
you are, on the one hand, which produces humility; but on the other you
recognize how complete Christ’s work is on your behalf is on your behalf, and that
produces confidence.

o The mark of the gospel is that you have both.
Martin Luther used a phrase in the 1520”s that he said holds the whole church up: a
phrase on which the church, he says, rises or falls. If someone gets this phrase, they get
the gospel; if they lose it, they lose everything: simul Justus et peccator

o You are simultaneously worse than you ever imagined AND more loved and

accepted than you ever dreamed

o So cheer up, you are worse than you think But God is better than you’d hoped.

Walking in the light Assessment

How do | know if I'm walking in the light?

e Do you look like a Christian?

o Dirty house story

e You will Keep his commands

o We should guard God’s commands as a precious treasure.

o If we guard his commands then i would by extension delight in keeping
his commands. To obey Christ is not a burden. It is a blessing. It is my
natural response to what He has done for me.

o The new birth (JOhn 3) that results from feeling Jesus as our advocate

and our atonement will place a new knowledge in our minds and a new



desire and passion in our hearts to obey Him. 2 Corinthians 5:17,
Romans 12:1
o Love the Lord Your God with all your heart mind and soul and the second
is to love your neighbor as yourself. Matt 22:36-40
e You will know his love perfectly
o In keeping and obeying His Word, my love for Jesus grows, matures, and
is brought to its intended goal. And here is the beauty of the whole thing:
the more i | know him the more i love him, and the more i love him the
more i know him. The same thing happens in godly marriage.
e You will know you are abiding in Christ
o When God saved us. He did not save us simply to take us to heaven. He
saved us that we might be conformed to His perfect image - that we might
become like Jesus (Rom 8:29; 1 John 3:2). He saved us that we might
“‘walk just as he walked”
o Like obeying Jesus and loving Jesus, abiding in Christ is a natural

outgrowth of knowing Him. The idea is one of continuing in Jesus.

m John 15:4-5
m 1Cor11:1
m Eph 5:11

m 1 Peter 2:21

Throughout the rest of the chapter the message remains the same.
Remain in,

Abide in,

Walk with Jesus.

Stay Glued to him. He is the priority.



The commands haven’t changed. Love God with all of yourself. Sell yourself out to God. Out of
that love we can minister and lead to others in our lives.

Ya’'ll the church is called to be an army. Jesus said the gates of hell will not prevail.

And we need to be desperate for God to lead us and show us how to minister because there are
aspects of this world fighting hard to pull us away from the Gospel.

Warning
Warning against the temptation toward lust and pride
Verses 15-17

The natural world has a bent toward lust and pride. A love of the world will lead you away from
God. Jesus gave us his life so that we might have ours. What are we willing to sacrifice in order
to Remain in the light.

The lust for more and the pride, leading us to think “I can handle it” are what brought sin into the
world in Genesis 3. If our great grandparents Adam and Eve couldn’t keep from sinning and
they walked with God, how well do you think we are going to do.

So in order to remain in Christ, it may call us to sacrifice some things in our lives.

I love fantasy movies and tv shows, like Lord of the Rings but | can’t watch game of thrones.
There are scenes in that show that will lead me away from the light of God and to the light of a
computer screen after everyone in my house has gone to sleep.

| don’t think that is a hard fast rule for every person in this room but it has to be for me. And |
don'’t care. Is it really going to matter when | enter Glory and | hope to hear, “Well done Good
and Faithful servant” that I'm going to be like this is great but you know what | feel like i got
ripped off on this deal because | didn’t watch this show.

Jesus said, “If your hand causes you to sin chop it off and throw it into the fire” it'll be better if
you enter paradise with one hand than to enter hell with two.

It doesn’t need to be a rule for everyone to not drink but some of ya’ll catch stupid when you
pick one up and maybe you’d become more like Christ if you didn’t pick up that drink you know
what I'm saying.

We have to stop with this you only live once mess and start preparing for eternity. You know
what I'm saying. We have to stop thinking about the temporary things we are going to miss out
on and the small compromises we make in order to have temporary happiness in this life as we
prepare for the next.

Warning against false teachers



Verse 18-23
And | believe what makes this so much easier to fall tempted to is that their are these little a
antichrists influencing us to remove much of Jesus in our gospel.

Church | want you to remember this simple math equation.

Jesus + Nothing = Everything

Some of this influencers are trying to get us to buy into a different equation
Jesus + Something but that really equals Nothing

As John is writing this letter their are false prophets really saying, Gospel - Jesus = Everything.

This means fighting against false gospels of legalism, work-based righteousness,
antinomianism(fancy word for | get to do whatever | want because i have forgiveness), idolatry. |
don’t have the time to tell you but i fell hard to this one last year. | started chasing after a dream
more than chasing after the dream giver, God.

You want to be prepared against the temptations of this world and the lies of these antichrist’s
and false prophets.

We have to fall so in love with the Gospel of Jesus.
We have to be in biblical community for accountability, encouragement, and support.
We have to be constantly striving to grow in wisdom and stature. That’s what Jesus did.

God said in Jeremiah 29 that you will find me when you seek me with all of your heart.

Jesus said in Matthew 6, Seek first the kingdom of GOd and His righteousness and everything
else will added to you.

We have to seek God with everything in our being; our heart, mind, and soul.

Then we follow the second commandment

We have to love who he loves.

This starts with God’s bride the church.

Jesus said they will know you are my disciples by the love you have for each other.

How are you loving his bride?

Are you just dating the church or are you all in as member of the army preparing for battle and
standing shoulder to shoulder with your brothers and sisters in Christ?

Are you preparing for battle outside the base or are you arguing in barracks?

The enemy wants nothing more than for us to bunker down in the base instead of on the front
lines of battle.

But God told us he is in the ministry of reconciliation.
He came to heal the sick.
He came to seek and to save all who were lost.



So that’s what we ought to be about as his adopted kids and as royal ambassadors of God’s
Kingdom.
Fighting the in the spiritual battle with God the front lines.

Are you walking in the light? Are you not sure?

We’d love to help you.

The pastors are ready to meet with you.

The prayer team is ready to pray with you.

We have small groups and classes to help you grow in your knowledge of God’s word and his
purpose he has for you in the body of Christ.

We have men’s and women’s ministry to encourage in the masculine and feminine roles God
has give us.

God is not surprised where you are. He wants to use you to be the light in a dark world at your
job, your school, in your neighborhood ( | can’t get in there, | don’t have a pass for your
neighborhood), you sports teams, parents to the other parents on your kids sports teams, and
where ever else you might be as you go through this world.

How Great is the love of God that we aren’t just forgiven. We are adopted as children of God,
we are given a heart transplant and a new mind. Then we join in the family business of bringing
the light of the gospel to those lost in spiritual darkness.

Every single one of us in this room as a response to the gospel of Jesus this morning. Maybe its
confessing sin and asking for forgiveness for the first time from our Saviour and Advocate.
Maybe its asking forgiveness from a brother or sister in Christ. Maybe its just to go and pray
with a member of the prayer team or a pastor. Maybe its to join a small group, start a small
group, or join a serving team. maybe its to start a bible reading plan to get you reading every
morning when you wake up.

As | close us in prayer, will you ask God to reveal himself to you through the Holy Spirit to show
you what your repose ought to be and the courage to respond.

Let us pray.



