Stories | The Parable of the Sower
Good morning, Church! Welcome to CH. My name is Bobby and I’m so glad you are here. Your presence is a really big deal to me. 
I may not get to speak to everybody, but I want you to know, your presence matters to me! I’m so grateful you decided to be here or tune in today. 
If you are new...we would love to have you in the family. 
College and Students are winding down the year and have assignments. Homework. Anyone in here that just loved homework and assignments? There is something wrong with you! JK!
I feel like God has given me an assignment for today...Encourage/Challenge you in your walk with God. 
Paul said the same thing to the church in Rome...Romans 15.13 | Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
I believe that it is impossible to have the joy, hope, and peace of Jesus and always be negative and down in the dumps. (everybody has bad days)
The constant lack of joy is likely due to being full of yourself instead of Jesus. 
So, the Lord has an encouraging word for us today.
We are all in different places. Maybe your walk is full of joy and passion right now...praise God! I want you to walk out even more encouraged.
We are kicking off a brand-new series today called: Stories (show graphic)
While Jesus was on earth he would share stories. These stories where given to help him drive home a truth He was trying to teach. Approx. 35% of all of Jesus’ teaching were stories.
These stories are referred to as parables. A common description of a Parable | An earthly story with a heavenly meaning.
So, for the next several weeks we are going to dig through these stories/parables for the truths God meant for his people to receive. 
Go ahead and turn in your Bible to Mark 4.
Many times, when we read of Jesus telling these stories He was surrounded by thousands of people. Full houses, full beaches...many people wanted to hear what He had to say. 
So, in Mark 4 we find Jesus sitting in a boat because there were so many people on the shore. 
Stand with me in honor of the reading of God’s Word.
Mark 4.1-9 | Again he began to teach by the sea, and a very large crowd gathered around him. So he got into a boat on the sea and sat down, while the whole crowd was by the sea on the shore. 2 He taught them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them, 3 “Listen! Consider the sower who went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it didn’t have much soil, and it grew up quickly, since the soil wasn’t deep. 6 When the sun came up, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it didn’t produce fruit. 8 Still other seed fell on good ground, and it grew up, producing fruit that increased thirty, sixty, and a hundred times.” 9 Then he said, “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.” 
Pray
Jesus starts His teaching with a powerful word. I want to draw your attention to the bookends of this story. 
In Vs. 3 he starts with...Listen! In Vs. 9...Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.
All of these people were obviously standing there to hear what He had to say, but He starts and ends with Listen? Why?
Illustration - Have you ever heard the term selective hearing? Let me give you an example...like when my wife asks, ‘Hey Sis, can you take out the trash? Somehow she never hears that. But if Shira says, ‘Hey I got some Ice Cream from Kroger—suddenly perfect hearing. Her ears are healed!
We all have a tendency to hear what we want to hear. I think this is why Jesus is big on saying...Listen
Jesus was about to share something with them that had the power to change their life.
He’s saying, listen...I need you to be attentive to the Word of God. Listen, these words should affect every aspect of your life. Listen, these words are a really big deal.
Every time you truly listen to God’s Word; you give Him room to do a new work in your heart.
So, Jesus starts with, y’all need to lock in and listen. And then he tells His parable. 
The disciples didn’t really understand it, so He explained. (If you don’t get this one, you’re not going to get any of them)
Mark 4.14-20 | 14 The sower sows the word. 15 Some are like the word sown on the path. When they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them. 16 And others are like seed sown on rocky ground. When they hear the word, immediately they receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root; they are short-lived. When distress or persecution comes because of the word, they immediately fall away. 18 Others are like seed sown among thorns; these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 And those like seed sown on good ground hear the word, welcome it, and produce fruit thirty, sixty, and a hundred times what was sown
I think Jesus is challenging and encouraging His people here. He’s warning them and teaching them. 
But here is what we must grab ahold of from the beginning. 
It’s not about the Sower, Seed, Satan, or Season – It’s all about the Soil
The seed is the same in every one of these examples. The seed never changes. The seed stayed the same, but the results were different. Why? It’s all about the soil.
The message inside the message...The soil here is your heart.
In telling this parable, Jesus is shining a light on the importance of your heart. Proverbs 4.23 | Guard your heart above all else, for it is the source of life.
He identifies 4 types of hearts: (Buckets and seeds on table for visual illustration)
1. The Hard Heart | Vs. 15 - Some are like the word sown on the path. When they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them.
Think about it like this...planting seeds on concrete. The soil is so hard that the enemy snatches the seed before it can take root.
Usually, a person with a hard heart has been through some things. They have some trauma or past hurts. People have let other people or things or situations make their heart hard so that they do not want to let the Word enter their heart at all.
Also, people with hard hearts are often intellectually strong. The think their way through life and there is pride keeping them from hearing Gods Word.
2. The Shallow Heart | Vs. 16-17 - And others are like seed sown on rocky ground. When they hear the word, immediately they receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root; they are short-lived. When distress or persecution comes because of the word, they immediately fall away.
A heart that receives the word with initial excitement but fizzles out. When challenges come, they are out.
There’s no depth. Theres no striving. When the emotions fade, they are out. No Roots
3. The Distracted or Crowded Heart | Vs. 18-19 - Others are like seed sown among thorns; these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
I think this is the one that describes many Christians in America today. This type of heart hears the Word, knows what it should do but it doesn’t happen on a consistent basis. 
Worry, pride, selfishness, busyness all plays a huge part. (KIDS)
We would rather comfortable inspiration over Christ-filled conviction.
Comfort, success, worldly concerns choke out the seed God puts down. 
It becomes unfruitful! Just existing is not Gods plan for His people.
4. The Receptive Heart | Vs. 20 - And those like seed sown on good ground hear the word, welcome it, and produce fruit thirty, sixty, and a hundred times what was sown.
The receptive heart is characterized by humility and faithfulness. Steady. 
A focus on striving after Jesus. Loving people. Being obedient to Gods will. 
Growth follows obedience. This heart hears, understands, and produces fruit. 
If you want to know why you are where you are in your life...Check your obedience.
Conclusion: 
If we step back for a second, we can see something bigger here. 
The whole reason the seed is being sown is what? To produce fruit. To increase.
If you’re not growing, you are dying.  
Same seed, completely different result.  I want to give you an assignment this week.
It’s more of a take home pop quiz. Answer these 3 questions this week. (All on 1 slide)
1. What type of soil describes my current spiritual state? 
2. What weeds or distractions need to get pulled from my life? 
3. Am I producing any eternal fruit? 
If you don’t like the answer to any of these questions...Go back and listen to what the Sower says and let Him renew your heart.
Response Time: 
Do you have a personal relationship with the Sower? Take that step today.
Do you need to repent of what your soil has become? Spend time right now.
Is it time for you to start producing fruit? Take that next step...we are here to help. 

